








Remington Carriage Museum, Manager
Howard Snyder provided us with a tour

located where the foothills of the Rocky
Mountains meet the Great Plains and is
known to be one of the largest, oldest and
best preserved buffalo jumps in the world.
Designated as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site in 1981, the site was used continuous-
ly by aboriginals, who inhabited these
plains, for over five and a half centuries.

CARDSTON

We took a day trip to the town of
Cardston, which is located about 40 min-
utes south of Lethbridge and is home to
several interesting attractions. The
Remington Carriage Museum, which
opened in 1993, houses one of North
America’s largest collections of horse-
drawn vehicles. Named after a local busi-
ness man, Don Remington who donated
his life-long collection of 49 vehicles, the
historical centre now displays more than
225 vehicles. Visitors are tantalized with
an electrifying snapshot of this bygone era
of horse-drawn transportation which, at its
peak, supported over 30,000 manufactur-
ers across North America. Situated on a
20-acre site, adjacent to Lee Creek, they
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Sheepwagon at Remington Museum in
Cardston

offer plenty of activities including car-
riage rides, facility tours, special events,
interactive displays and fine dining. The
Museum even has a movie theatre that
features a recollection of the booming
19th century carriage industry.

One of the displays at the Remington
Carriage Museum showcases an early
ancestor to our modern RVs. In the last
quarter of the 19th century, when much of
the Great Plains were devoted to sheep
ranching, nomadic Shepherds frequently
moved from one grazing area to another.
Sheepwagons were developed to serve as

SOUTHERN ALBERTA

“mobile homes™ for shepherds and their
families during the summer grazing sea-
son. They provided occupants with basic
shelter and were equipped with a stove,
bunk and cupboards. One of the earliest
manufacturers of sheepwagons was a
Canadian Blacksmith, named James
Candlish, who began building and selling
them in Rawlins, Wyoming back in 1884,
Another popular attraction, in
Cardston, is the Museum of Miniatures
operated by Carol and Roy Wittman. The
Museum is a culmination of the many
years Roy spent pursuing his passionate
hobby of building and collecting minia-
tures. The “biggest miniature display” in
southern Alberta depicts early life in the
Wild West and has grown to include a
variety of Indian villages, buffalo herds,
wild animals, pocket-sized horse-drawn
wagons and an active western town, all
constructed on a 1/12 scale. The western
town features a blacksmith shop, school,
church, general store, stables, hotel and
much more. Over 150 figurines are scat-
tered throughout the miniature town. In
addition, the museum exhibits authentic
Indian artwork and their diverse collection
includes about 150 miniature cars and
trucks, all constructed on a 1/24” scale.,

GETTIMG THERE

Lethbridge is easy to get to from any-
where in southern Alberta. With conve-
nient highway access from all four direc-
tions, Lethbridge is situated about two
hours southeast of Calgary, one hour
north of the U.S. border and only about an
hour and a half from the Rocky
Mountains. In addition, there are many
other world-class attractions located only
a short distance away. Waterton National
Park, located in the southwestern portion
of the Province, and Montana’s Glacier
National Park are about a one hour drive
and The Royal Tyrrell Museum of
Palacontology, at Drumheller, is about 3
hours north.

Sometimes, as Canadians, we forget
that there are many beautiful and interest-
ing attractions right here in our own back
yard. Our tour of Southern Alberta was
just one more classic example of our
many superb and memorable Canadian
destinations! e

For more information,

please visit: www.lethbridge.ca
or www.albertasouth.com
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